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Prize winners of the Violin Masterclasses & Concerts 2021 
Concert and awards ceremony in Kronberg 

 

Kronberg, 21 June 2021 From 13-20 June, the Violin Masterclasses & Concerts once 

again made Kronberg the centre of the violin world. The traditional prize winners 

concert took place in front of a live audience at Kronberg’s Stadthalle on Saturday, 19 

June 2021. As always, three sponsorship awards, each carrying prize money of 5000 

euros, and two Kronberg Academy Scholarships were awarded to selected 

participants as part of the concert.  

Raimund Trenkler stresses that this prize money is not a reward for outstanding 

performances, but instead is intended to help exceptionally talented musicians develop. A 

central feature of the calendar since 2009, the Violin Masterclasses & Concerts provide the 

ideal platform for discovering and supporting such individuals. 

Owing to the restrictions of the pandemic, this year’s event was held with a limited number of 

participants and restricted audience numbers. Selected from some 60 participants, the eight 

prize winners of the Violin Masterclasses & Concerts 2021 are: 

Prince of Hesse Prize (shared) 

Geneva Lewis (23, New Zealand, USA) 

Javier Comesaña (22, Spain) 

Endowed with 5000 euros, the Prince of Hesse Prize was donated for the 8th time by Floria 

Landgravine of Hesse. 

The promotional prize is conferred on a young violinist who has stood out during the 

Masterclasses on account of his or her “special musical ability, special perceptive insight, 

talent and hard work, and hence recognisably great artistic potential”. 

Ana Chumachenco Award (shared) 

Kaori Furusawa (22, Japan) 

Vassily Chmykov (21, France) 

The Ana Chumachenco Award was presented for the 4th time as part of the Violin 

Masterclasses & Concerts. Carrying prize money of 5000 euros, it is financed by Marianne 

and Dr Klaus-Jürgen Kraatz and was created at the request of the great violinist and teacher 

Ana Chumachenco. 

Manfred Grommek Prize (shared) 

Carla Marrero Martínez (26, Spain) 

Anna Agafia Egholm (25, Denmark) 

The Manfred Grommek Prize for young string players, which includes prize money of 5000 

euros, is financed by the Bad Sodener Musikstiftung Jürgen Frei and presented to an active 

participant selected by the tutors. Awarded for the 8th time, this year the prize was given to 

two “young people at the start of their musical careers with recognisably great potential.” 

In addition, Maya Wichert (15, Germany) and Carolin Grün (20, Deutschland) were each 

awarded a scholarship to take part in a further masterclass at Kronberg Academy. The next 

Violin Masterclasses & Concerts will take place in two years’ time, in June 2023. 

 

 



 

About Kronberg Academy  

Kronberg Academy is today considered one of the most important meeting and training places for 
young violinists, violists, cellists and now for young pianists as well. Located in the heart of Europe, it 
gathers the world’s most gifted young musicians and brings them together with the great artists of our 
time. Through the Kronberg Academy Study Programmes, young soloists work intensively with leading 
musicians all year round in the pursuit of bachelor’s and master’s degrees. Kronberg Academy’s 
events offer young artists a chance to share the stage with their role models, and also give audiences 
the opportunity to immerse themselves in this special atmosphere. Furthermore, Kronberg Academy’s 
students go on tour together several times each year where they perform as an ensemble on 
international stages. In building the Casals Forum, a new chamber music hall and study centre, 
Kronberg Academy will give all its tasks a home and a future. 
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The 6 prize winners of the Violin Masterclasses and Concerts 2021 Kaori Furusawa, Vassily 

Chmykov, Javier Comesaña, Geneva Lewis, Carla Marrero Martínez und Anna Agafia 

Egholm on stage at Stadthalle Kronberg (f.l.t.r.) 
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