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Chair of the Board of Trustees, 
Kronberg Academy Foundation

25 years 
Kronberg Academy

Celebrate and support



What makes Kronberg Academy so undeniably unique as an inter-
national meeting place, work base and educational establishment in 
the fi eld of classical music?

I have never forgotten one particular experience. Sir Simon Rattle had 
travelled from Berlin to work with some of Kronberg Academy’s young 
soloists on Richard Strauss’ “Metamorphosen” for 23 solo strings. 
The atmosphere at the rehearsal was so inspiring, warm-hearted and 
motivational that it left an indelible mark on my life.

Back then, I realised that Kronberg Academy was building a “home 
base” that would open doors to new worlds for the most promising 
next-generation artists on the classical music scene.

In the new Casals Forum that “home base” is now being given the facil-
ities that it deserves. A place of international understanding is being 
built – after all, music is a language that everyone understands.

I would like to help Kronberg Academy and invite 
you to join me in ensuring that it will continue 
to take people through doors to new worlds for 
many years to come.

Jürgen Fitschen
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Celebrate 25 years of Kronberg Academy
and lay the foundation for the 
next 25 years!
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Some people spend their entire lives giving impetus to new ideas – and 
some even do so long after their earthly life is over.

Through his music and his message of peace, the world-famous cellist 
Pablo Casals (1876-1973) succeeded in gaining the ear of monarchs and 
heads of state as well as of ordinary people.

In 1992 his widow, Marta Casals Istomin, and the famous cellist 
Mstislav Rostropovich met a young cellist from Germany, Raimund 
Trenkler. That afternoon a new idea was born: celebrating Pablo Casals 
and his message of humanity by bringing together a cross-generational 
group of musicians from all over the world, giving them an opportunity 
to make music together and allowing them to learn from one another.

The idea took shape in 1993 in the fi rst Cello Festival in Kronberg, 
Germany, under the patronage of Marta Casals Istomin and Mstislav 
Rostropovich.

That festival was the starting point of a new movement that led to 
the development of what is now an internationally acclaimed music 
institution: Kronberg Academy.

How it all began

Raimund Trenkler, Marta Casals Istomin, Mstislav Rostropovich (Photo: Sasha Gusov)
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For 25 years Kronberg Academy has had just one goal: 
helping to maintain the cultural asset of classical music, a language 
shared by all humankind, and to ensure that it lives on into the 
future. 

To that end, it established a “sheltered space” in Kronberg where 
musical ideas are allowed to mature and take shape and where 
musical convictions can be lived out untrammelled by the infl uence 
of prevailing tastes on the music market. There is only one rule: 
artistic standards apply. 

In pursuit of its goal, Kronberg Academy benefi ts from its strong 
alliance with some of the world’s most outstanding musicians.

Artists such as Gidon Kremer, Sir András Schiff, Christoph Eschen-
bach, Christian Tetzlaff, Daniel Barenboim and Sir Simon Rattle 
come to Kronberg to teach the “crème de la crème” of gifted young 
musicians from every continent and to make music with them. They 
pass their values and experience on to them and encourage them 
to develop this legacy further so that they in turn can pass it on to 
others – all part of an “intergenerational contract” for music.

These meetings climax in joint performances in Kronberg. For those 
of us in the audience, it is not unusual to fi nd ourselves taking part in 
unique, fi rst-class, uncontainable and virtually unparalleled musical 
experiences.

25 years. One goal.

Tabea Zimmermann (Photo: Andreas Malkmus)
Gidon Kremer (Photo: Andreas Malkmus)
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• A tailor-made education for exceptionally gifted musicians. 
In Kronberg a select number of gifted young musicians are given 
all-round artistic training in multi-annual study programmes. What 
is special is that full account is taken of each student’s individual 
abilities and concert schedule. That enables the young soloists to work 
for an offi cially recognised Bachelor’s or Master’s degree without 
having to nip their artistic careers in the bud.

• Gifting always entails a duty.
In Kronberg, young artists are given the grounding needed for them 
to place their gifting and skills in the service of humankind. That 
includes assuming responsibility for reaching young people – their 
own future audiences – with their music. Wherever possible, they 
also give performances in social establishments – with the aim of 
giving a broad cross-section of society access to classical music. What 
they do is governed by Pablo Casals’ credo: “Art and humanity are 
inseparable”.

• Close encounters with music.
In Kronberg, audiences come close to music and musicians. There 
are repeated opportunities for people to sit in on rehearsals and 
tuition sessions. This turns all event and concert formats into an 
inspiring, insightful and mutually benefi cial dialogue between artists 
and audiences.

What makes Kronberg Academy 
so special?

Sir András Schiff (Photo: Lutz Sternstein)
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“Most of my musician contacts – people with whom I still play today 
– were made in Kronberg,” observed cellist Marie-Elisabeth Hecker in a 
recent interview.

Nowadays it is diffi cult to fi nd a place in the world where you can open 
a season’s programme without spotting the name of a Kronberg alumna 
or alumnus.

For 25 years Kronberg Academy has been promoting and training highly 
gifted young musicians in a variety of different ways. They would like 
to continue to live out the intensive musical togetherness that is part 
of life in Kronberg – and to pass their experience on to others.

Graduates of Kronberg Academy now maintain a presence throughout 
the world as soloists, chamber musicians in well-known ensembles, 
concertmasters with leading orchestras, festival initiators and artistic 
directors, or well-respected university professors.

These alumni also play an active role in shaping musical life in Kronberg: 
they perform at Kronberg Academy’s festivals, teach in the study 
programmes and at events, and provide support for current students 
by giving public performances with them, for example. The fl ame is 
handed from one musician to another along a chain that spans the 
generations.

Music leaders in the making

Daniel Barenboim (Photo: Andreas Malkmus)
Christian Tetzlaff (Photo: Patricia Truchsess)
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Kronberg is today a source of the best string players in the world and 
a place associated with indescribable musical experiences. Visitors 
witness the selfl ess approach of great musicians as they interact with 
young colleagues and seek the truth inherent in the music, so that 
the “original version” can also impact coming generations.

In Kronberg, people sense the close interrelation between music, 
people and life itself, and the importance of music for us all. This is 
where to experience realities that cannot be expressed in any other 
language than music.

Kronberg Academy has the backing of a unique community of 
world-class musicians of all generations, committed supporters and 
open-minded, enthusiastic audiences.

We cannot take that special community for granted. The immense 
impact that it has on young musicians and music, and hence its 
tremendous signifi cance for our society, places us under an obligation 
to lay a secure foundation for the coming decades of this institution.

In the words of a member of the Board of Trustees, “the 25th anni-
versary is a wonderful opportunity for all of us to give Kronberg 
Academy something in return for what it has been giving us for 
a number of years – more than applause and words of gratitude”. 
We can thus also send a message to future generations about the need 
to shoulder responsibility.

It’s time to give something 
back to Kronberg Academy.

Christoph Eschenbach (Photo: Andreas Malkmus)
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Over the past 25 years, Kronberg Academy has been managed respon-
s ibly and productively. What we need to do now is to make it future 
fi t. The success of Kronberg Academy stems from careful management, 
great commitment on the part of the artists and a highly motivated 
team in which many work on a voluntary basis. We rely on the generous 
supporters and loyal partners who place their trust in the work of 
Kronberg Academy as well as on the internationally minded people in 
the local area who give a really warm welcome to both students and 
artists and even take them into their homes.

In Germany, Kronberg Academy is the only educational institution in 
the fi eld of music that is largely dependent on private funds and yet 
of inter national importance. It therefore depends on regular donations 
and the income from endowment funds and special funds.

There are many ways to make sure that the support given to young 
musicians continues to bear valuable fruit in the years to come – and 
to captivate us all!

Why not help secure the next 25 years of Kronberg Academy?

You can be assured of my personal thanks!

Securing the next 25 years

Frans Helmerson (Photo: Andreas Malkmus)
Sir Simon Rattle (Photo: Andreas Malkmus)
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Make a donation to the Festival Fund
… and celebrate the anniversary by ensuring the future continuation of Kronberg Acad-
emy’s “fl agship”, the Kronberg Academy Festival. What began 25 years ago as a “family 
reunion” for cellists from all over the world has since become a “summit meeting of 
string players”, at which Kronberg Academy’s full versatility and powers of conviction 
can be sampled: inspiration, fascination and breathtaking musical experiences. We are 
grateful for every donation!

Become a Kronberg Academy Foundation benefactor
Your gift is paid into the foundation’s capital. It thus brings about a long-term increase 
in the foundation’s capital and return on investment, as the foundation’s budget is 
based solely on the interest paid on its fi nancial assets. A gift of this kind therefore se-
cures long-term funding for projects and safeguards the work of Kronberg Academy.

Set up your own foundation 
Setting up your own foundation that is then managed in trust by the Kronberg Acad-
emy Foundation is an uncomplicated way of becoming a benefactor, allowing you to 
determine your foundation’s objective and to choose its name. You transfer the foun-
dation’s assets to the Kronberg Academy Foundation, which manages them as the 
foundation’s custodian in accordance with its statutes and separately from its own 
assets. The procedure for setting up a trust foundation is relatively straightforward as 
there is no need to apply for approval from the authorities and the task of managing 
the foundation is carried out by the custodian’s board.

Become a patron or “godparent” for top next-generation artists
Help us take them to the top!
As a patron or “godparent”, you work hand in hand with the Kronberg Academy Foun-
dation to provide support for highly gifted young musicians: carefully chosen leading 
young musicians are given tailor-made support while they work for an offi cially recog-
nised Kronberg Academy Bachelor or Master of Music (BMus/MMus) in International 
Solo Performance. Internationally renowned artists and many other people who are 

How you can support the Kronberg Academy 
Foundation

concerned to ensure that musicians with outstanding potential have the fi nancial back-
ing they need have already lent their support. Why not join them?
As a patron you fund a place on a Kronberg Academy study programme at a cost of 
E20,000 a year. You decide on the name of the scholarship and the artist agrees to refer 
to it in his or her biographical notes. You can, of course, set up a joint patronage with 
one or more other people. “Godparents” donate E5,000 a year to fund our students’ 
performances.

Help us build the Casals Forum
The Casals Forum – a concert hall and study centre in Kronberg – is designed to be an 
international centre of inspiration for musicians of all generations, where the true values 
of music are lived out and passed on to the next generation. The new building, which is 
scheduled for completion in 2020, will be a key venue and setting, a prestigious address 
that offers the very best conditions for artistic creativity. Many artists, as well as prom-
inent members of political circles and society in general, are lending their support to 
Kronberg Academy to ensure that this building project can be completed. Be part of this 
venture! Every donation counts. Gifts of E50,000 or more entitle you, if you wish, to 
have your name included on the patrons’ plaque in the concert hall entrance foyer.

Facilitate new-style events in the Casals Forum 
Kronberg Academy and its artists are continually developing ideas for additional pro-
jects and event formats “for the future of music”. The Casals Forum is the perfect setting. 
As a benefactor or donor, you can play a decisive role. In return for a major commit-
ment, the event can, if you so decide, bear your own name or one of your choosing. The 
following projects are currently in the planning stage:
•  A “residence” for innovative chamber orchestras such as Kremerata Baltica or the 

Chamber Orchestra of Europe, enabling them to use the hall for rehearsals, recordings 
and workshop concerts and as the starting point for (world) tours. 

•  Educational projects in which Kronberg Academy students play an active role and, in 
particular, introduce young audiences to classical music.

•  The award of the International Pablo Casals Prize for Art and Humanity under the 
patronage of Marta Casals Istomin. The prize will be conferred on an artist from the 
spheres of music, the visual arts, the performing arts or literature who has made an 
outstanding contribution to humanity.

All gifts and donations made to the non-profi t Kronberg Academy Foundation are 
tax-deductible in Germany. We recommend that you seek the advice of a tax consultant.



19

Account: Kronberg Academy Stiftung
IBAN:  DE83 5125 0000 0055 0126 79 
BIC: HELADEF1TSK

If you would like to receive further information about the initiatives linked to Kronberg 
Academy’s 25th anniversary and the various ways of providing support, please do not 
hesitate to write to us or to telephone us. Our contact details are given here:

Gabriela Denicke, Member of the Board of Directors of the Kronberg Academy Foundation 
Friedrich-Ebert-Strasse 6, 61476 Kronberg, Germany, stiftung@kronbergacademy.de, 
T +49 6173 783378

Jürgen Fitschen, Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Kronberg Academy Foundation
Rossmarkt 18, 60311 Frankfurt am Main, Germany, juergen-a.fi tschen@db.com, 
T+49 69 9103 5559

Dr Peter Knobling, Auditor and Tax Consultant, Knobling GmbH WPG StBG, 
Wiesenweg 5, 61476 Kronberg, Germany, pk@wp-knobling.de, T +49 6173 323532

A bequest for the future of music 

The question of endowments in the context of inheritance legislation 
is gaining in importance as more and more people wish to continue 
to support non-profi t projects after their death. The Kronberg Academy 
Foundation is a non-profi t organisation and therefore not liable to 
inheritance and gift tax. This means that no inheritance tax is due on 
a bequest made to the Kronberg Academy Foundation and the full 
amount of the gift can be used for the Foundation’s non-profi t 
 activities.

If you include the Kronberg Academy Foundation in your will, you 
are stating your wish to make a bequest in support of its objectives. 
During your lifetime, you will be welcomed as a guest of honour at 
Kronberg Academy’s events.

Bernard Greenhouse (Photo: Andreas Malkmus)
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