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Away from Stage 

Kronberg Academy provides updates on building progress at the new Casals Forum in a 

short music film 

As yet there is no stage. Only a gaping hole amidst many layers of shimmering grey concrete gives 

any indication of where the rows of audience seating will one day end and the boards of the stage 

might begin. Cables hang from the ceiling as if they wish to breathe prenatal life into the sculptured 

material. The space, with its striking curves that make it appear almost cathedral-like, has a 

vulnerable nakedness. 

When work on the interior of the Casals Forum begins, as it soon will, no trace of this will be left. In 

order to preserve this temporary scenery for the future and, at the same time, document the 

building progress, Kronberg Academy has had a short 16-minute film entitled “Away from Stage” 

made in the future chamber music hall, which impressively illustrates the unmistakable aesthetics of 

the shell as well as its unique sonorous power. In fact, it is actually more of a music film, with 

Stephen Waarts, Sindy Mohamed, Ivan Karizna and Jean-Selim Abdelmoula presenting their future 

musical home in mini concerts. And anyone who has stepped inside the shell will recognise the 

almost church-like sound that can build between rough concrete walls and that is so skilfully being 

brought into the limelight here. In spite of the pandemic, Kronberg Academy is adhering to its 

schedule for opening the Casals Forum next year. The project is due to be finished in May 2022 and 

then opened fully in the autumn after a trial period. Work on the roof began last December with 

interior works scheduled to get underway in January. As is the case with any respectable new 

building, overall costs have meanwhile been “adjusted” upwards again. Whereas in 2018 there was 

still talk of a 46-million-euro budget, under the present conditions the figures will now provisionally 

reach the 58-million-euro mark. According to the Academy, the reason for this increase is “the 

ongoing boom in the building sector”. Though it does not seem to be an insurmountable hurdle for 

the project, which is predominantly financed by private means. According to the Board of the 

Kronberg Academy Foundation, “Our private donors and the public authorities alike are more 

supportive than ever of this building project that is so important to both our cultural life and the 

town of Kronberg.”  

CHRISTIAN RAPP  

Away from Stage, classical, www.kronbergacademy.de, free access 
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