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Kronberg Academy celebrates topping out ceremony for 

chamber music hall 

A new concert hall is being built just outside Frankfurt, a spectacular structure that 

is unique in many respects. Two years on from the first cut of the spade, topping 

out celebrations are now taking place. 

Kronberg (dpa/lhe) - Almost two years to the day since the ground was broken for its new 

concert hall, Kronberg Academy is celebrating the topping out ceremony for this iconic building. 

Guests of the event (tomorrow) on Sunday (29 September) will include conductor Sir András 

Schiff, violinist Gidon Kremer and Marta Casals Istomin, the widow of the world-famous cellist 

and namesake of the new hall, Pablo Casals. The general public will be able to visit the building 

site of the “Casals Forum” for the first time on 3 October. “We’re building a dream here in 

Kronberg,” says Founder and Chairman of the Board of the Kronberg Academy Foundation, 

Raimund Trenkler. 

Situated close to the town’s train station, the concert hall will seat almost 600 spectators and 

be ideally suited to chamber music. Directly alongside the concert hall, Kronberg Academy is 

also constructing a study centre for its students. The project carries a price tag of some 36 

million euros, which is largely being financed by private donors. According to information 

from the Academy, the concert hall will be the first worldwide to have a neutral carbon 

footprint. 

 

The planned design includes a transparent glass façade that affords views of neighbouring 

parkland. Inside the hall itself, the flowing curves of the walls have been conceived to enable 

the best possible dispersal of sound. The symbolic groundbreaking ceremony was held on 1 

October 2017, at which the construction work was stated to be running to schedule. The 

new complex is named after the cellist Pablo Casals (1876-1973). 

 

Founded in 1993, Kronberg Academy fosters the talent of gifted young musicians. It offers 

degree programmes for aspiring cellists, violinists and violists in cooperation with the 

University of Music and Performing Arts in Frankfurt (https://www.weit.de/themen/frankfurt-

am-maIn/). In addition, Kronberg Academy organises a variety of concert series and hosts a 

renowned chamber music festival every two years. 

 

Caption: The “Casals Forum” construction site with the future chamber music hall at its 

centre. Photo: Stephan Cropp/Kronberg Academy  

 

Source: dpa Infocom GmbH 

 

Construction Site Open Day(https://www.kronbergacademy.de/neuigkeiten/detail/casals-

forum-tag-der-offenen- baustelle-am-3-oktober/) 

 
Casals Forum (https://www.kronbergacademy.de/casalsforum/casals-forum/ 
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